English 11: American Literature
Mr. Moore – Room 213

moore.chris@north-haven.k12.ct.us
“Do not go where the path may lead; 

go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.” 

     –Ralph Waldo Emerson
NHHS Course Description:

This course will enable you to further develop your skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing through the use of a wide variety of materials.  In your writing and your oral presentations, you will continue to apply the skills of literary analysis to the reading of novels, short stories, drama, and poetry.  You will be encouraged to read on your own and will be given opportunities to choose your own book at various points throughout the year.  You will write formally through narrative, explanatory/informative, and argumentative essays, as well as informally through journal entries.  Throughout, we will review concepts in grammar that apply to speaking and writing, and you will continue to receive instruction in vocabulary skills.  Overall, this class will encourage you to take an active role in developing the reading and writing skills necessary for success in the twenty-first century.
Essential Questions:

· What does it mean to be an American?  Who/what defines the “American”?

· What is the role of the American Dream in our lives?
· Who/what controls the power in a society? What is the place of the individual in society?

· What is the responsible use of power? What should we value in terms of ethics/morals?

· Has America “evolved”?

Course Preview:

Over the course of the year, we will study the following movements in American literature, among others:
(1) Colonial Period: 1600s, 1700s

· Puritan texts, such as “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (Edwards)

· foundational American documents, including The Declaration of Independence
(2) Romanticism: early 1800s – 1865

· the “Transcendental” essays (selections from Emerson and Thoreau)
· various poems and short stories
(3) Realism: 1865 – end of 1800s

· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain)
(4) Modernism: early 1900s – 1945

· The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald)
· Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck)
· various poems and short stories
(5) Post-Modernism: 1945 - ??

· Fences (Wilson)
· short story collections, novels, and graphic novels, including The Things They Carried (O’Brien), The Bell Jar (Plath), Maus (Spiegelman)
· independent research project
In this course you will:

· Read a combination of major works, shorter texts (e.g., poetry), and “limited choice” books.

· Produce formal written work at intervals and informal written work regularly, if not daily.
· Write a carefully documented research paper that utilizes available academic technology (e.g., IConn).

· Set reading and writing goals, and reflect on progress made throughout the year.

· Apply vocabulary strategies to read increasingly sophisticated texts, driven by Membean.com practice (40 minutes/week to be completed between Monday and Sunday).

· Engage constructively in at least one major group project or presentation.
· Exercise the habits of effective students, particularly being proactive, organized, and engaged.
· View and respond verbally and/or in writing to films based on, or applicable to, the literature.
Supplies:

You will need to bring a pen or pencil to class every day, and you should have an assignment notebook in which you can organize your work for all of your classes.  You will need to keep a notebook for this class in which you will take class notes – I will not dictate what type of notebook you must use, but you must keep it organized.  I expect that you will review your notes on a regular basis, and I hope that you will come to class with questions about the previous day’s notes and readings.  I regularly allow you to use your notes on quizzes, but you will not be able to use your notes on tests.  In addition to these, you will need a separate, one-subject “Reading/Writing Journal.”  I suggest you use a composition notebook or a one-subject spiral notebook.  This journal will be used exclusively for this course, in conjunction with a weekly independent reading assignment.  If you will have difficulty procuring these items, please see me before/after class.
Major Assignments:

Your major assignments must be typed in MLA format and must be uploaded to TurnItIn.com.  I will let you know beforehand which assignments must be typed and I will not accept handwritten drafts.

At the top left of each of these assignments, you should have the following information:

Your Name

Mr. Moore

English 11
Date

For any questions regarding MLA format, please consult The Owl, Purdue University’s excellent online resource.  It is available here:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
The Essence of English 11:

As you’ve probably already been told, junior year is an important year.  It is the year when most students begin thinking about their post-high school plans, whether that be college or other post-secondary education.  This is the year that colleges will weigh more heavily than past years.  Many students begin working and driving.  As you begin to transition into true young adulthood, it is perhaps the best time to read the literature of your nation, to explore the ideas of your fellow Americans, and to form deeper understandings of what it means to be American.
I look forward to working with you this year.  I will endeavor to encourage and challenge your understandings of our readings.  It is vitally important that you engage yourself in the material and make the pledge to step out of your comfort zone.  Read actively and thoroughly.  Have an opinion.  Don’t be afraid to introduce ideas that may conflict with the “obvious” interpretation, or the opinion you think I may have.  Be willing to modify your own.  This is my most sincere goal for our class: that it may be an environment inviting to close reading and free thought. 
